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YARDLEY FRIENDS MEETING
NEWSLETTER 
October 2019 

This month at YFM 

Oct 6 
Committee Meetings following rise of Meeting 

Oct 13 
Women’s Group meets at 8:30 
Men’s Group meets at 8:30 
Business Meeting following rise of Meeting 

Oct 20 
Adult ed discussion following rise of Meeting – 
reducing your/our Meeting’s carbon footprint*

Oct 27 
Adult ed discussion following rise of Meeting – field 
trip to Marilyn Drucker’s house for a backyard 
compost demonstration*

*See flyer and survey later in the newsletter about 
these discussions. 

Looking ahead 

Nov 16 
Potluck welcome dinner for Mercy Ingraham  

65 North Main Street, Yardley PA 19067 
http://yardleyfriendsmeeting.org/ 

Meeting for Worship 10:00–11:00 
First Day School 10:15–11:00 

Linda Jacobs Snyder, Clerk 
Ed Snyder, Newsletter Editor 

Your Francis and Betty Irwin calendar 
inspiration for the month 

Peace cultures thrive on and are nourished by visions 
of how things might be, in a world where sharing and 
caring are part of the accepted lifeways for everyone. 
The very ability to imagine something different and 
better than what currently exists is critical for the 

possibility of social change.   

Elise Bouldning 

Join Peg Smedley for Kundalini Yoga and 
Meditation! 

Kundalini Yoga incorporates breathing 
techniques, movement and meditation (silent and 
mantra). 

Thursdays from 10am to 11:30am. 

Begins Thursday October 3, 2019. 

Yardley Friends Meeting, 65 N. Main St, Yardley, 
Pa 

8 week series for $105.00 or $15.00 drop in. 
Bring a yoga mat, pillow and blanket. 

Peg creates a safe, non competitive space for 
students. 

Come one come all! 

Around the Quarter/PYM 

Looking ahead 

Nov 17 
Quarterly Meeting – at Lehigh Valley.   

Bucks Quarter has hired a new coordinator, 
effective October 12 – Wendy Kane.  Wendy is a 
long-time member of Newtown Meeting and has 
most recently been working for Philadelphia 
Yearly Meeting.  Welcome on board Wendy!  She 
can be reached at quakersbucks@gmail.org. 
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CLERK'S CORNER              By Linda Jacobs Snyder 
 

Might you find worship and a gathered meeting anywhere? 

Before I visited Yardley Friends Meeting, I felt I didn’t need a place of worship or a worship community.  Sitting 
by the river I felt a special spirit.  Once I walked in the doors of Yardley Friends Meeting I realized a deeper 
connection.  Community and worship with others enriched my faith more than I would have ever imagined.     

Faith and Practice explains that the word worship has roots in the concept of worth-ship.  It is our response to 
what we feel is most important.  Worship can take many forms.  It’s possible any place with or without other 
people.   

A gathered meeting has an intense feel about it.  Often a sign is how the messages connect. Other times it can be 
a feeling of energy of everyone silently meditating together.  There is a unity, a core of people who are doing the 
same task.  Whatever your definition of God, it is a presence of something greater than yourself among the 
group.  Everyone feels connected to each other and God.   

I have experienced a few times when our meeting has felt gathered.  I don’t know if everyone present always 
feels the meeting was gathered.  It feels as if they do.  Others have commented on it after.  It is a wonderful 
feeling.    

The great sense of a connection when I am out in nature hasn’t disappeared.. While in Nova Scotia we took a 
short hike to a lake in the woods.  Walking down the path we approached the lake. Someone signaled silence.  
As we got closer we witnessed a moose very close by the bank of the lake.  He was huge.  Bigger than I ever 
imagined.  The moose stood peacefully by the lake, unaware of company.  Nobody made a sound.  Some 
snapped pictures but all was quiet.  Everyone watched in silence.  Nobody wished to make a disturbance.  After 
a while he went a bit deeper into the woods.  We stretched our necks to see him just behind a few trees.  You 
could hear him shuffle.  Finally he was nowhere to be seen.  Still nobody made a sound. Tranquility filled the air.  
One man photographed a dragonfly, hovering over the water.  There was a gentle breeze and a quiet energy 
among us.  Quietly some stayed and others peacefully moved on.   When we got back in the car, I felt unity with 
the universe still with us.  

I didn’t know the other people who were present.  We never exchanged a word.  Never saw them before and if I 
ever saw them again I wouldn’t know.  The moose was awe inspiring, but it wasn’t that.  There was a special 
spirit among us that day.  ,My guess is if you asked anyone of the people there  they felt it too.  To me it was a 
gathered meeting.  

Together we find inward confirmation in our personal faith.  Wherever you are, I wish the openness to the spirit 
and the fullness of heart in experiencing a gathered meeting.  
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Query 10.  Witnessing in the World: Ministry of Outreach 

How does our meeting communicate Friends’ presence and principles to the wider community? 

How does our meeting join with other faith communities in worship, in spiritual dialogue and in social action? 

What are we doing to invite persons to attend our meetings for worship, to welcome them when they come, to 
listen sensitively to their needs and hesitations and to encourage their continued attendance? 

How do I share my spiritual life and experience with others? 

Does my life as a Friend attract others to our religious society? 

What opportunities have I taken to worship with people from other religious and cultural backgrounds and work with them on 
common concerns? 

 

 
  

Newsletters can be found on our website at http://yardleyfriendsmeeting.org/news/  Email articles, 
pictures, book reviews, events to ed@mrpplansinc.com. 
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Flea Market 2019 – a rousing success! 

  



The Peace and Social Concerns Committee will be holding two Adult Education 
Programs to support actions that reduce global warming.  The first program will be 

on Sunday, October 20th 11:30 am at the Meeting House with a focus on successes 
and challenges of personal actions to reduce our carbon footprint at home and at the 

Meetinghouse.  The second program will be a backyard compost demonstration at 
Marilyn Drucker’s house at 108 Maple Shade Avenue, Washington Crossing, PA 

18977 on Sunday, October 27th at 11:30 am. Directions to be placed on the Yardley 
Friends e-mail list later.  

 
To start your thinking process please complete the survey and either e-mail it to Peg 

Smedley or Mercy Ingraham or bring it to the October 20th program. 
 

 



Yardley Friends Meeting Survey on Carbon Footprints 
 

Please complete the survey and return to Peg Smedley e-mail 
smedley46@comcast.net or Mercy Ingraham e-mail mercyingraham@gmail.com 

 
By October 20, 2019 

 
 

1. Do you believe in the science underlying “climate change”?  Do you think 
humans are having an impact on the changing environment? 

 
 
 

2. What do you think are the biggest current contributions to the increasing of 
Global Warming? 

 
 
 

3. What steps do you and/or your family currently take to reduce your carbon 
footprint? 

 
 
 

4. What steps do you think you should take but haven’t yet? What are the 
barriers to taking those steps? 

 
 
 

5. Do you believe one person or one family can make a difference?  Is there a 
ripple effect in changing human behavior? 

 
 
 

6. What are Yardley Friends Meetings’s most serious errors, which add to the 
problem of global warming?  What do you think we can do about them and 
how should we proceed? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Any Further Comments: 
 


